
Holy Family Catholic Church, Copperas Cove, TX 

Pastoral Council Minutes, January 12, 2023 

Present:    Absent:  Guests: 

Fr. Augustine Ariwaodo  Teresa Gorres               Pe’ela Palemene 

Linda McHugh       Anne Marie McNew                                          

Don Whittenberger      Tom McNew 

Joe Pangelinan      Judith Goles 

Edith Natividad      Steve Vitucci(representation from  

Pat Lippincott       Finance Council) 

Fred Williams 

Robin Spencer 

Meeting called to order at 6:05 

Opening prayer by Fr. Augustine 

Introductions 

Construction project update: Various struggles with what to do with organ pipes, plan 

approvals by the diocese and limited options for expansion and extension due to the sanctuary 

have changed things since the beginning concept. With approval finally from the diocese and 

getting in touch with contractors that can make a suitable covering for the pipes, things are 

moving forward. This will be outlined again in detail at the town hall meeting at 3:30 in the 

Sanctuary on January 22.  

Pastoral Council election will be held on February 18/19, the last Sunday before Lent begins. 

We are needing 6 candidates to serve for 2-5 years, staggered with current members so that 

not everyone will exit at the same time. Fred Williams and Pat Lippincott have served their 

terms and will be done at this time of the new members ushered in. Anyone who would like to 

run should call the office. A few names were mentioned. It was also mentioned that we needed 

younger representatives on the council. It was also mentioned that the expectations of what a 

member of the council should know and do needs to be laid out as someone comes forth as a 

candidate. 

Don has volunteered to be our representative to the Finance Council. 

Father mentioned that he would like Parishioner participation during the meetings. We would 

need to know what this will look like – are they allowed to insert information if not on the 

agenda, are they there as observers only? 

Father would like to invite ministry heads to attend Pastoral Council meetings. Emily Kimball 

will be the youth representative. 



It was reiterated that council minutes are on the website. 

It was asked if the members would allow contact information of Pastoral Council members in 

the bulletin, there was some discussion of this as to how much room it would take up and if it 

should be done weekly. Some agreed, others did not respond. On hold until new members are 

elected. 

It was mentioned that we should go back to having name tags to identify us. Some said that the 

ones we had were flimsy. A suggestion was made to get the magnetic ones for $2.99 apiece. 

Steve said anyone with a pacemaker would have to use a different type. Many were interested 

in making this happen, others were not. On hold until new members are on board. 

There was also a suggestion to have Council members pictures in the narthex. Many agreed, 

others mentioned to put those in the bulletin. Nothing was decided until new members are 

elected.  

There was some discussion on different ways to report council decisions to parishioners. Up to 

now there has not been any voting on decisions other than reports about responses to 

parishioner’s questions in the suggestion box. Facebook, the website (where they already are) 

and Flocknotes were mentioned. It was reported that wherever they end up, it must be relayed 

to the parishioners for their access. 

Father asked if we were all EIM compliant. We are. 

Father mentioned that called by name Sunday will be coming up on January 22. This will focus 

on recruiting vocations to the priesthood and other vowed religious. Please fill in the form that 

will be provided with anyone we feel would be candidates. 

Father wants to start planning for Corpus Christi procession. Some discussion went on about 

the date and it was decided on Saturday, June 10, 2023. Don will contact police liaison, Crystal 

Baker to take the necessary steps forward. 

Fall Fest Committee, a leader needs to be decided ASAP. Jim Ward is stepping down. Father will 

call a meeting for all interested in helping in February and hope to decide on the leader at the 

first meeting with many heads of subcommittees helping out. 

We will have a Parish Mission April 15-19 with Deacon Poyo. The theme will be United in 

Ministry and will focus on enkindling in the parishioners a spirit of prayer and service, focusing 

on small group formation and fulfilling the mission of the church. 

The choir is still in need of a pianist. There is an interim director, but Father is concerned about 

the unity within the choir and hopes that with the stepping down of the old director, things will 

move forward. 



People have mentioned the need for a new parish directory. Currently we have a dilemma in 

that the companies that did our previous ones are out of business. Linda will continue the 

search for a company to do this.  

Father mentioned that he would like to have some type of celebration for the Feast of the Holy 

Family on Dec. 31, 2023 as this is our church’s 60th Anniversary. He is not sure what that will 

look like, but mentioned a Novena to the Holy Family prior to the feast day with perhaps a 

member of the pro-life group at the church leading the prayers.  

Father Augustine’s 10th Anniversary of his Holy Orders is June 8th, 2023. 

On the first Sunday of February we will welcome new parishioners. 

Tom McNew mentioned we could advertise events at our church free of charge on Armor of 

God radio, however, he needed information about 6 weeks in advance. Linda mentioned that 

sometimes she does not know about things that early but will get what she can out. 

Some discussion ensued this month again about children being disruptive during mass. Once 

again, the council reiterated that children will be children and that we jeopardize losing 

parishioners of young families unless the subject is approached with tact and love. 

It was brought up the frustration of closing adoration during long weekend holidays. The need 

for substitutes is the reason for this necessity. We were reminded that the Lord is always in the 

tabernacle in the Church and at Andre Chapel. It was mentioned that we could look into a door 

to the tabernacle that opens and closes to expose the monstrance such as they have at St. 

Paul’s in Harker Heights. Father felt that might be cost prohibitive as it would mean putting it 

recessed within the wall and other construction projects were going on right now. 

A concern from some parishioners was mentioned in regard to VBS and charging money to 

participate since many other denominations in the area do not do so. People felt that until we 

get more volunteers to help with VBS, opening it up to more children would be difficult. Father 

hopes that the mission will draw forth more interest in volunteering. We then could address 

the price. 

Don and others were pleased with children coming up at the end of mass to receive their 

bulletins and a thank you was expressed to the family that agreed to pay for this for our youth. 

Volunteer appreciation dinner was mentioned. It was suggested it be on a Saturday evening. 

Other events were discussed such as wine and cheese nights, New Year’s Eve party and we just 

need volunteers willing to organize and make these things happen. 

A parishioner was concerned about where the paintings were from the old adoration space. 

They were temporarily removed due to construction. When construction is finished it will be 

decided where to put them back up. 



Our presence as church is in the Cove Leader Press, but it was mentioned that it would be nice 

to see us in the Cove Herald as well. 

The next meeting will be March 23, 2023. 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 8:03. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, January 24, 2023 by Robin Spencer, Secretary. 


